Like 0

Tweet

Share

Click to view this email in a browser

July Newsletter

Beyond the Office
School is just around the
corner! Make sure your
ready with these
sustainability tips:
1. Over 6,000,000,000
pens are thrown away in
the U.S. every year, do
your part and reuse your
pens until they are
completely out of ink
instead of constantly
buying more pens.
2. Reuse school supplies
from last year. For
example: rulers,
calculators, unused paper,
pencils, etc. are all very
common school supplies
that can be reused.
3. Limit your money spent
on new back to school
clothes. Why go out and
spend all your money on
new clothes when your old
clothes still fit? If you do

Petal News...
Radford Road Recycling Dropoff Location
to Close July 30th
Dittmer Recycling has been servicing their dropoff station
every day of the year  including weekends and holidays but
this will soon come to an end. Beginning July 30, 2016, the
public recyclable DropOff Station at Dittmer Recycling’s
1755 Radford Road location will be permanently closed due
to staffing, safety, and financial considerations.
This Dropoff station was part of a partnership between
Dittmer Recycling and the Dubuque Metropolitan Area Solid
Waste Agency (DMASWA). The main issues at hand are
staffing and the value of the material being collected vs. the
amount spent to collect the materials. Dittmer Recycling’s
owner Scott Dittmer stated “We would like to continue this
partnership, but it is hard for us to find someone willing to
work on Sundays and holidays.”
Over the past year, recyclable commodity prices have fallen
significantly to the point where the value of the material
collected is less than the processing cost to separate and
market them. Dittmer continued to say “it is difficult to justify
double and triple time pay for the quality of material being
collected.” He mentioned how it is not unusual to have
contaminates such as TV’s and paint cans in the drop off
area. These contaminates add to the labor cost and landfill
fees for Dittmer Recycling.

want new clothes, try
second hand stores like
Plato's Closet to get great
deals on expensive
brands.

As Dittmer Recycling increases its commercial traffic at the
location, the chance of an accident increases. It is not
uncommon to have ten cars at the site and four or five
commercial trucks at one site at any time. Most people do
not understand the dangers associated with working around
recycling trucks and the potential of someone getting injured
or their vehicle damaged represents a significant risk to
Dittmer Recycling.
Contamination is an issue but not isolated to this location.
Contamination consists of items that are nonrecyclables
such as car parts, foam plastics, milk cartons, batteries,
electronics, lumber, household chemicals and paints to
mention a few items. According to Agency Administrator
John Foster, “We have two stations where we have major
issues with contamination. We are working with our
partners to improve the situation.” In this case, Dittmer
Recycling decided the staffing and safety risk did not justify
the need. Foster commented “As contamination increases,
the financial and environmental case for the recycling
stations disappears. It is not environmentally sound to haul
garbage twice and contaminate clean recyclables in the
process”.
The DMASWA sponsors the Recyclables DropOff Station
program to provide access to those residents whom do not
have access to curbside recycling. The DMASWA and its
partners have established eight DropOff stations throughout
Dubuque county to provide access for rural and multifamily
residents. To address the contamination issue, Dittmer has
installed video cameras at its location; at other sites the
DMASWA has changed the signage on the containers from
words to pictures and provides recycling information to
residents.
As part of the Agency’s Environmental Management’s
Program’s continuous improvement process, DMASWA staff
will be conducting surveys over the summer to evaluate and
improve the program. “Most people want to recycle but
some are unsure on what is acceptable and what is not
acceptable. Getting this information out is an ongoing
process”, states the Education and Communications
Coordinator Bev Wagner. In calendar year 2015 over 800
tons of materials were collected through this program.

Those currently using the Dittmer Recycling DropOff station
are encouraged to place their recyclable items out with their
curbside recycling or bring it to the DropOff station located
at the DMASWA’s Facility at 14501 Highway 20 West.
Collection hours are 7:30 am – 3:30 pm. Glass is not
accepted for recycling. Place it with your trash. For
information on what is acceptable in the Dropoff program,
visit DMASWA.org or contact the DMASWA Education
Coordinator Bev Wagner at
5635887933 or Beverly.wagner@loras.edu.

Other Recycling Locations Include:
(Paper, plastic, metals, etc. accepted at each location)
All Seasons Trucking - 7750 Hwy 52S
Cascade City Garage - 200 Buchanan Street
DMASWA Landfill - 14501 Hwy 20 West
(Monday - Saturday, 7:30 am to 3:30 pm)
Durango - Heritage Trail Parking Lot, HWY 52N
Epworth - 110 Bierman Road
Flexsteel Parking Lot - 3300 Jackson Street
Theisen's Farm & Home - 836 13th Avenue S.E.
Dyersville
(Monday - Friday 8-8; Saturday 8-5; Sunday 10-5)

AmeriCorps Needs Recycling
and Compost Volunteers!

Do you love to boss people around? Do you care about
recycling and composting? You can be a trash-talker. In
many events, someone needs to tell people what goes in
trash and what does not. That could be you! At the
Sustainability Fair you can get a free slice of pizza.
This is a volunteer opportunity provided by VolunteerMatch, in partnership with LinkedIn for Good.
This position requires the following skills: Community
Outreach, Environmental Education , Organization,
People Skills, General Education, Event Management
If your interested in this opportunity, please apply at:
http://tinyurl.com/hu9dkzo

Green Drinks.
@ Jubeck New World Brewing
115 W. 11th Street, Dubuque, IA
6:30 ‐ 8:00pm

1st Wednesday of every month.

Thank You To Our Sponsors
A sincere "thank you" to Sustainable Dubuque, Dubuque Bank &
Trust, and EIMCO for your generous support. Membership dues
cover only a small portion of the operating expenses for the Petal
Project. We rely on sponsorship and grants for the remaining
financial support.
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